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Leave	bandaged	2-12	hrs.	(overnight	is	OK)	
Once	bandage	is	removed,	wash	thoroughly	using	only	your	hands	and	antibacterial	

soap(dial).	Pat	dry.	
DO	NOT	SCRATCH	OR	PICK	AT	YOUR	TATTOO	

If	the	healing	layer	sheds	too	soon,	it	will	take	your	tattoo	off	as	well	
(clothes/shoes	that	rub	may	also	cause	the	early	shedding)	

DO	NOT	SOAK	YOUR	TATTOO	
Soaking	(bathes,	swimming,	hot	tubs)	causes	the	healing	layer	to	shed	too	soon.	

(showers	are	OK)	
Ice	pack	may	be	applied	

5-10	minutes	at	a	time	will	sooth	and	bring	down	swelling,	speed	up	healing.			(first	
48	hours	only)	

WASH	YOUR	TATTOO	
3-6	times	daily	(first	48	hours)	very	gently	using	only	your	hands	and	antibacterial	

soap(dial).	Pat	dry.	
Keep	the	tattoo	moisturized	

You	may	apply	a	basic	non-scented	lotion	(Aveeno,	Curell)	OR	ointment						(A&D,	
Aquaphor)	2-4	times	daily	

DO	NOT	OVER-APPLY	LOTIONS/OINTMENTS.	DO	NOT	USE	
VASELINE.	

This	will	have	the	same	effect	as	soaking	the	tattoo	and	you	WILL	lose	color/clarity.	
Healing	may	take	1-3	weeks*	

Once	the	area	has	shed	(peeled,	scabs	are	gone)	the	tattoo	may	look	cloudy,	grey,	
shiny,	wrinkly…																																																																																								Your	tattoo	is	still	

healing.	In	3-10	days	your	tattoo	will	brighten	back	up.	
*If	a	touch	up	is	needed	we	will	happily	do	so	within	6	months	as	long	as	you	have	

not	damaged	the	tattoo	during	the	healing.	
Your	tattoo	is	important	to	us	and	a	reflection	of	our	work.	
Please	contact	your	artist	with	any	questions	or	concerns.	

*See	a	healthcare	professional	upon	indication	of	infection	of	the	skin	or	tissue	

	


